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§801.4

§801.4 Project review.

(a) The Compact provides generally
that no project affecting the water re-
sources of the basin shall be under-
taken by any person, governmental au-
thority, or other entity prior to ap-
proval by the Commission.

(b) In many instances, one or more of
the signatory parties will exercise
project review authority regarding pro-
posed projects in the basin coming
under the review of the Commission.
Accordingly the Commission will di-
rect its attention to reviewing the
completeness and effectiveness of the
review procedures of the signatories
and will endeavor to minimize duplica-
tion of staff effort, and time and cost
to the applicant.

(c) The Commission will establish ex-
empt categories in accordance with the
section 3.10-3 of the Compact, and for
projects determined not to have a sub-
stantial effect on the water resources
of the basin. In dealing with Federal or
federally licensed projects, the Com-
mission will take the provisions of res-
ervations (r) and (w) of United States
Pub. L. 91-575 (84 Stat. 15609) and provi-
sions of the Compact into account.

(d) It is expected that project review
procedures will be modified following
adoption of the comprehensive plan. In
the meantime the Commission will:

(1) Base its review and comments per-
taining to proposed projects within the
basin coming under the purview of the
Commission, on review and comments
of signatory parties. In general, the
Commission review will seek to ascer-
tain the completeness of procedures
followed by the signatory parties in
their review, and will refrain from spe-
cifically rechecking detailed evalua-
tions. (Susquehanna River Basin Com-
mission Resolution No. 72-5)

(2) Require as it determines nec-
essary, submission of pertinent project
plans and documents for its inde-
pendent review and approval. The pur-
pose of this review will be to ascertain
whether all relevant provisions of the
Compact and actions taken pursuant
thereto have been observed:

(i) When the Commission has deter-
mined that a project may have signifi-
cant effect on the water resources of
the basin.
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(ii) When a proposed project does not
fall under the review jurisdiction of
any agency of the signatory parties.

§801.5 Comprehensive plan.

(a) The Compact requires that the
Commission formulate and adopt a
comprehensive plan for the immediate
and long-range development and use of
the water resources of the basin.

(1) The plan will include existing and
proposed public and private programs,
projects, and facilities which are re-
quired, in the judgment of the Commis-
sion, to meet present and future water
resources needs of the basin. Consider-
ation shall be given to the effect of the
plan, or any part of the plan, on the re-
ceiving waters of the Chesapeake Bay.
The Commission shall consult with in-
terested public bodies and public utili-
ties and fully consider the findings and
recommendations of the signatory par-
ties, their various subdivisions and in-
terested groups. Prior to adoption of
the plan the Commission shall conduct
at least one public hearing in each sig-
natory State.

(2) The plan will reflect consider-
ation, of the multiobjectives of na-
tional economy, regional development
and environmental quality; and multi-
purpose use of projects.

(3) Water quantity and water quality
planning will be studied together and
correlated to the extent feasible, with
existing and proposed land uses. The
development of a basinwide land use
study to enable full consideration of
basic and alternative proposals to meet
water resources needs will be explored.

(4) An important phase of the plan
formulation process is a thorough re-
view and evaluation of the Susque-
hanna River Basin Coordinating Com-
mittee Study report, pertinent plans
and reports of the signatories, includ-
ing water quality standards and other
data available. The findings and rec-
ommendations presented in the Sus-
quehanna River Basin Coordinating
Committee Study report will be consid-
ered for incorporation in the Commis-
sion’s plan to the extent they are fea-
sible and compatible with the current
and projected needs and interests.

(5) HEssentially the comprehensive
plan will reflect the findings of an
analysis of a mix of alternative futures
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for industrial, agricultural, residential,
and recreational development in the
basin.

(6) The Commission will act dili-
gently to promote Federal, State, local
governmental, and private sector co-
operation and coordination in the im-
plementation of the adopted plan. It is
expected that recommended develop-
ment programs will be undertaken by
the signatories, local governmental
agencies, or private interests. If expe-
ditious action by others is not forth-
coming or is not possible the Commis-
sion will act in accordance with the
Compact to implement programs,
projects, and standards to the extent
necessary to further the aims of the
comprehensive plan.

(b) The comprehensive plan shall pro-
vide for the immediate and long-range
use, development, conservation, preser-
vation, and management of the water
resources of the basin. The plan will be
presented in a form and order as deter-
mined by the Commission and shall in-
clude, but not be limited to the fol-
lowing:

(1) Statement of authority, purpose,
objectives, and scope.

(2) Description of the physical and
human environment.

(3) Inventory of the basin’s water re-
sources and existing developments and
facilities.

(4) Projection of immediate and long-
range water resources needs of the
basin.

(5) Description of a general system of
measures and programs, including
water quality and other standards as
determined necessary, and reasonable
alternatives considered essential to
and capable of satisfying water re-
sources needs into the reasonably fore-
seeable future.

(6) Criteria used for review and ac-
ceptance of projects within the plan.

(7) Procedures for updating and modi-
fying the plan.

(8) Necessary appendices.

§801.6 Water supply.

(a) The Susquehanna River Basin is
rich in water resources. With proper
planning and management, and with
adequate public and private investment
in treatment, storage, and distribution
facilities, the high potential of the

§801.7

basin to provide water of suitable qual-
ity for a wide array of public and pri-
vate purposes into the foreseeable fu-
ture should be possible.

(b) The Commission may regulate the
withdrawal of waters of the basin not
regulated by the signatory parties for
domestic, municipal, industrial, and
agricultural uses if regulation is con-
sidered essential to further the aims
set forth in the comprehensive plan.

(c) The Commission shall study the
basin’s water supply needs, the poten-
tial surface and ground water re-
sources, and the interrelationships to
meet these needs through existing and
new facilities and projects. Efficient
use and management of existing facili-
ties with emphasis on the full utiliza-
tion of known technology will be ex-
plored in meeting water supply needs
for domestic, municipal, agricultural,
and industrial water supply before new
programs or projects are approved.

§801.7 Water quality.

(a) The signatory States have the pri-
mary responsibility in the basin for
water quality management and con-
trol. However, protection of the water
resources of the basin from pollution,
and actions by the signatory parties to
achieve abatement and control of pol-
lution are important to the Commis-
sion.

(b) The signatory parties have adopt-
ed water quality standards for the
intra and interstate waters of the
basin. Initially these standards will
serve as the basis for the Commission’s
water quality program in the com-
prehensive plan.

(c) The Commission’s role in water
quality management and control essen-
tially will be one of coordination to en-
sure water quality standards are ade-
quate to protect broad public water re-
sources interests, and that uniform
policies and enforcement are affected
by the signatories.

(d) The Commission shall:

(1) Encourage and coordinate efforts
of the signatory parties to prevent, re-
duce, control, and eliminate water pol-
lution and to maintain water quality
in accordance with established stand-
ards.

(2) Promote government and private
sector implementation of maximum
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